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Permanent Cultural Committee Established 


Knut Named Lodge Director 



Knut Svidal 


A 17-year member ' of Solglyt 
Lodge No. 143, Sons of Norway, 
Knut L. Svidal, 7408 Laurier Drive, 
has been named a director of the 
lodge’s supreme board. His two-year 
term is the first to go to a Cana¬ 
dian. 

Mr. Svidal’s election came at a 
supreme lodge convention at Min¬ 
neapolis. He attended as a dele¬ 
gate from District 4, (comprising 
lodges in Alberta, Montana and 
North Dakota) having completed a 
two-year term as 4th District pres¬ 
ident. 


Behind The Scenes at Scandapades 



The Chairmen of Scandapades posed for this picture after a meeting. 
Back row — Elsworth Halberg, Kurt Sorensen, Harvey Haugen, 
Clarence Lindquist, Gunnar Thorvaldson. Seated — Lennart Peters- 
son, May Rushton, Anders Anderson. 


to SCANDAPADES - FEB. 8TH 


Get your tickets early 


WEDDING 

BELLS 

TOTTRUP-LAFORTUNE 

On Saturday, November 30th, 
Marie Therese Lafortune of Edmon¬ 
ton was married to Aage Tottrup 
of Tondering, JyllanjJ, Denmark. 
The wedding took place at St. Jos¬ 
eph’s Cathedral, His Grace Arch¬ 
bishop Anthony Jordan officiating. 

The bride wore an elegant gown 
of white peau de soie and a white 
lace mantilla. Given in marriage by 
her father, Mr. E. Lafortune, the 
bride carried a bouquet of red car¬ 
nations and white chrysanthemums. 
She was attended by Misses Made¬ 
line Meier and Twila Gibson gown¬ 
ed in red welvet with matching 
bows as headdresses, carrying bou¬ 
quets of red and white carnations. 

Best man was Peter Brown of To- 
field, groomsman was Soren Tot¬ 
trup, brother of the groom, and 
ushers were Bud Gibson and Rob¬ 
ert Sparks. 

During the reception at the Scan¬ 
dinavian Centre, many letters and 
telegrams of congratulations from 
Denmark and the U.S.A. were read. 

Guests from Vancouver were Mr. 
and Mrs. A. Lafortune, uncle and 
aunt of the bride, those from Cal¬ 
gary included Mr. and Mrs. Kaj 
Mortensen, Mr. and Mrs. J. Neilsen, 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gibson, Mrs. 
Stella Gibson, and from Tofield Mr. 
and Mrs. Peter Brown and Mrs. 
Kay Brown. The couple will reside 
in Edmonton. 


DONATIONS TO THE PAPER 
A. Kozculab 
Carl Elgstrand 
Mrs. Hilda Rybman 
Mrs. George Lehti 
Mrs. M. Bloom 

O. E. Johnson, Rockford Bridge 
Mr. & Mrs. J.’Cook 

Thank you. 

As you may know, you cannot 
subscribe to the paper but must be 
a sharehold to receiv? a copy. Don¬ 
ations are greatly appreciated. 

Send donations to: Mrs. Vera 
Neilsen, Business Manager, Scandi¬ 
navian Centre News, 12424 - 141 
St., Edmonton 41, Alberta. 



Cultural Committee Has Big Plans 


Harv Haugen, cultural director, P.M. in the Viking room. Come 
is pleased to announce the estab- and meet the. cast of this years’ 
lishment of a permanent cultural Scandapades. As this is a regular 
committee to further cultural ac- rehearsal for Scandapades, we 
tivities and enhance the cultural at- would ask that you come and watch 
mosphere of the Scandinavian Cen- quietly, enjoy coffee and pastry, (at 
tre. a nominal charge) and encourage 

our young up-and-coming talent 
Representing the five ethnic wbo | b j s y ear W ;H make ‘Scanda- 
groups are: pades presents Scandamania’ the 

Clause Jacobson - Danes. Anne very best ever ' 

Sahuri, Mrs. Ristola - Finnish. Ruth The cultural committee meets 
McNaughton - Icelandic. Edie Mac- regularly on the first Tuesday of 
Eachem - Norwegians. Helge Erick- eacb mon th at 8:00 P.M. either in 

son, Verna Larson - Swedes. the board room of the Scandina- 

Each group was asked to appoint vian Centre or in one of the mem- 

two members to the cultural com- b f/ s bomes ' ( If y° u sbo f uld w,sb t0 

. c attend any of the meetings, please 

mittee, one to serve tor one year, . , r ' , , r r 

, . r . feel free to contact any member of 

and one to serve lor two years, , ■ ... . r . , 1 . , .. 

.., . , i . „ the committee to find out where the 

with a new two year member being ,. . , . , ,, , , 

. . T • meetmg is being held, and do come 

appointed every year. In this man- f ,,, ; , „ . 

1 r .. . , i.i ... . out. We would love to talk to you. 

ner it is hoped to keep a continuity ' 

in the committee from year to year. COMING CULTURAL EVENTS 

It is the aim of the cultural com- COFFEE PARTY — Jan. 12 at 

mittee, through every facility at 2:00 P.M. Viking room (Come 

their disposal, to further and en- an< ^ mee t the cast of this year s 

courage cultural activity in, and for Scandapades). 

the Scandinavian Centre. To dis- COFFEE PARTY - Feb. 9 at 2:00 
play the Scandinavian heritage to pM Vi]dng Room (Thfs will 

all people whenever the opportunity probably be a post mor tem on 

is available.' Scandapades). 

Future plans include a monthly Coffee and Scandinavian Pastry 
coffee party, a Scandinavian Centre Served at ever y Coffee Part y- Nom - 
library, a permanent arts and crafts charge. 

display in the foyer of the Scandi- NOTE: All monies raised at cof- 
navian Centre, a Scandinavian Cen- £ ee p ar ti es will be used to further 
tre Memorial Scholarship, a little cubura ] ac tivities within the Scan- 
theatre group, a Scandinavian Cen- (Ji nav i an Centre, 
tre choir and much, much more. 

The first coffee party will be held SUPPORT YOUR CULTURAL 
on Sunday, January 12th at 2:00 COMMITTEE 
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SPLINTERS 
from the 
BOARD 

SCANDAPADES 

Scandapades is only a month away with the first rehearsal on 
January 5th. There will be a rehearsal every Sunday thereafter until 
the show is staged. If you are participating please attend all rehearsals. 

The cost of putting on our. annual Scandinavian show has in¬ 
creased and it is necessary to make a modest increase in the admission 
price. Adults will now pay $2.50, while the price for those under 16 
is still $1.00. The show is going to be better than ever and everyone 
attending is assured of a gala evening. 

PRIZES FOR TICKET SELLERS 

Kurt Sorensen is in charge of ticket sales and he has arranged 
for a “give-away” as an incentive to ticket sellers. There will be a $25.00 
prize for the top ticket seller in each ethnic group. There will also 
be a $25.00 prize for the team captain whose group sells the most tickets. 
Individuals competing for the top ticket seller prize must sell a minimum 
of 50 tickets to qualify. Here is your chance to make a little money 
to help pay those Christmas bills. If you want tickets to sell, contact 
anyone of the following: 

Kurt Sorensen (chairman) 488-7857 
Clause Jacobsen (Danish) 489-1494 
Vera Nielsen (Danish) 454-5438 
Peter Johnson (Swedish) 474-7320 
(any evening except Monday) 

Joe Lineham (Norwegian) 455-8860 
Cliff Johnson (Norweg.) 489-3509 
Paul Karvonen (Finnish) 455-5570 
Esko Salo (Finnish) 454-9803 
A1 Amason (Icelandic) 455-7946 
Gus Roland (Icelandic) 433-3393 

GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Have you read a good book lately, about Scandinavians or written 
by a Scandinavian? If you have, write a review and mail it to the 
editor. We would like to feature at least one book review each month. 
We are particularly interested in books on Scandinavian culture, also 
novels that have been translated into English. 



ONNELLISTA UUTTA VUOTTA 

to all readers HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

e * e 

The Annual meeting of the Fin¬ 
nish Society will be held on Sunday, 
Jan. 19th, 1969, starting at 2:00 
p.m. All members are urged to at¬ 
tend. 

* ft ft 

Lets all go to the Feb. 1st dance; 
there will be a film about Helsinki, 
also a short feature called “Lasin 
Sinfonia” will be shown during the 
evening. Coffee and lunch will be 
served. 

* « e 

A speedy recovery to Mr. Onni 
Virtanen and to Mr. H. Kammonen 
who were hospitalized recently. 

* o o 

Many thanks to all my friends 
who came to visit me in the hospital. 

—Onni Virtanen. 

* » » 

Welcome greetings are extended 
to Mikko Lindfors who arrived from 
Finland recently. 

» * * 

The adult Christmas party was 
held on Dec. 7 th at the Dania room 
and it was a pleasure to see so 
many attending the evening. Many 
thanks to all who helped in any 
way. 


NEWS FROM THE DANISH 
CHURCH 

THE NEW CHURCH BOARD 

The new church board which 
was elected at the annual meeting 
in November has now appointed the 
members to the different offices. Is 
is as follows: president Jacj Peder¬ 
sen, vice-president Mrs. Karen Jen¬ 
sen, treasurer John Steffensen, sec¬ 
retary Margit Jensen, Deacons Niels 
Pedersen. Kris Kristensen and Nels 
Andersen, and trustees Chris Vim- 
trup, Niels Gran and Miss Alice 
Andersen. 

DKU - NEWSLETTER 

Danish Church Abroad sends out 
a newsletter in 6 numbers annually 
with about 16 pages. The newsletter 
has articles about the work done 
through DKU all over the world 
and also articles from Canada and 
Edmonton. If anyone should like to 
get this newsletter he can just send 
a gift of at least $3. — to DKU, 
c/o pastor Filtenborg, 10532 - 48 
Str., Edmonton 80. Checks shall be 
payable to Danish Church Abroad. 

MEETINGS IN JANUARY 

Thursday, the 2nd, 7 p.m., Young 
People’s Group, New Year’s Party. 
Tuesday, the 7th, 8 p.m., Ansgar 
Men’s Club. — Tuesday the 14th, 
7 p.m.. Young People’s Group. — 
Wednesday, 16th at 8 p.m., Ung- 
domskredsen. — Tuesday, 21st, 8 
p.m., Bible study evening (Matt. 14) 
— Wednesday, 14th, 8 p.m. Ansgar 
Women’s Club arrange a feast for 
the blind. — Tuesday, 28th, 7 p.m., 
Young People’s Club. 


BUFORD NEWS 


We had a good turn out at our 
November meeting. These are the 
officers elected for 1969. 

President - George Modin. Vice- 
President - Fred Hamilton. Record¬ 
ing Secretary - Wanda Markstedt. 
Assistant Secretary - Helga Hoyem. 
Finance Secretary - Florence Pear¬ 
son. Assistant finance secretary - 
Eric Kvarnberg. Treasurer - Floyd 
Modin. Chaplain - Tony Lefsrud. 
Master of ceremonies - Albin Mark¬ 
stedt. Assistant master of ceremonies 
- Frank Erickson. Inner guard - 
Clare Evansorr. Outer guard - Doris 
Modin. Auditors - Mavis Hamilton, 
Alice Evanson, Tony Lefsrud. Cul¬ 
tural leader - Tony Lefsrud. 

Plans were made to have the an¬ 
nual Christmas Supper at the Ukrai¬ 
nian Hall, west of Calmar on Fri¬ 
day, Dec. 13th. 

After a busy meeting the mem¬ 
bers enjoyed a pancake supper. 

* ft ft 

The Clair Pearsons were glad to 
have Avis’ mother, Mrs. M. Benson 
of Bruce and her cousin, Mr. Bur¬ 
ton Benson of Viking visit them 
for a few days. 

ft 8 ft 

On Nov. 21st Ellen Pearson and 
Avis Pearson visited Ellen’s brother, 
Mr. Emil Lundblad at the Stony 
Plain Nursing Home. The special 
occasion was Emil’s 81st birthday. 

* » * 

Congratulations are extended to 
Mr. Victor Wold who was among 
the graduates receiving Bachelor of 
Education Degrees at the Novem¬ 
ber 16th Convocation at the Jubilee 
Auditorium in Edmonton. Victor is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. E. I. Wold 
of Warburg. He taught in Calmar 
for four years prior to his present 
position as Industrial Arts teacher 

at the Leduc Senior High School. 

8 8 * 

After 21 years of good service 
to Calmar and district, Bill and 
Mable Sol have sold their Calmar 
Bakery and Coffee Shop to two 
Danes, Bjame and Torkhild Kristen¬ 
sen. For the present the Sols plan 
to remain in Calmar. Our good j 
wishes go out to them in their well 
earned retirement. Also, good luck 
to the Kristensen’s in their new 
venture. 

ft 8 ft 

Miss Suzanne Hoult of North Sur¬ 
rey, B.C. visited the Raymond Erick¬ 
son and Stanley Zarowney- families 
one weekend. 

Tony and Pat Lefsrud recently at¬ 
tended a special birthday party at 
the Rosslyn Hotel in Edmonton. It 
was for their former neighbors, Mr. 
and Mrs. Steve Nay who were both 

80 years young. 

a * « 

Goody and Vernon Pearson have 
Goody’s parents Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Bergo of Ardmore as guests. Mrs. 

Bergo is convalescing nicely after 

having undergone surgery on her 
right eye. 

* * 8 

Visitors one Sunday at the home 
of Lloyd and Angela Pearson were 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Oswald, Mr. 
and Mrs. Steve Toth and Mr. and 
Mrs. Charlie Kirieva all of Edmon¬ 
ton. 

» 8 * 

Albin and Wanda Markstedt visit¬ 
ed Irene and Charlie Cameron at 
their farm near Ponoka one Sun¬ 
day. 


Bob and Audrey Pederson, and 
Mavis and Fred Hamilton attended 
the Texaco Oil Company’s Annual 
Christmas party which this year was 
held in the Thorsby Community 
Centre on Dec. 6th. 

a ft o 

On Nov. 30th Emil and Tillic 
Kvarnberg, Algot and Hildur Pear¬ 
son and Wanda and Albin Mark¬ 
stedt enjoyed immensely the “Lute- 
fish” supper in Wetaskiwin put on 
by the Nordjstarnan Lodge of 
Falun. 

a o a 

Sympathy is extended to the Ped¬ 
erson families. Bill Pederson’s 
nephew; Leroy and Bob Pederson’s 
cousin, the late Mr. Lloyd Lee, 
passed away in Greencourt. 

ft ft 0 

Emil and Tillie Kvarnberg spent 
three' days in Edmonton when they 
attended the Social Credit leader¬ 
ship convention. 

3 # # 

Eight teams of curlers are en¬ 
joying curling at the Calmar curling 

rink every Wednesday evening. 

* « « 

Sympathy is extended to Tillie 
Erickson. Her brother-in-law Mr. 
John Mooney passed away in Ed¬ 
monton on Dec. 13th. 

8 8 « 

Get well wishes go out to the 
following at this Yultide Season. 

Mrs. Arnold Eklund is wearing 
a cast on her leg, having suffered 
a broken ankle when she fell in 
their yard one morning. 

Lillian Zarowney is nursing a 
sprained right wrist after falling on 
the ice in a curling game in Cal¬ 
mar one evening. 

Jurdis Nacuk is still in the Glen- 
rose Hospital receiving therapy 
treatments on her hip. 

Mr. Andrew Beck has had the flu 
bug visit him. 

Gust Modin is in the county 
Auxiliary Hospital in Wetaskiwin re¬ 
ceiving special treatments after suf¬ 
fering a stroke. 

Barbara and Bob Pearson and 
Marilyn and Melvin Gellert enjoy¬ 
ed the Thorsby Bank of Montreal’s 
annual Christmas party held at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Morris Ma- 
syk. 

8 * A 

Sam Wickstrom, Fjallar Johnson, 
Carl Alenius and Alf Hoyem have 
been doing some commercial fish¬ 
ing at Pigeon Lake. 

« e * 

We had a good turn-out at our 
Christmas celebration on Dec. 13th 
The members enjoyed a bounteous 
turkey supper. Later on Santa made 
his appearance presenting the “wee 
fry” with gifts and bags of treats. 
This was followed by ten games of 
bingo. To the committees respon¬ 
sible for making the “do” a suc¬ 
cess we all say many thanks. 

8 » 8 

Our Buford Vasa Lodge No. 577 
hopes that all the Vasa Lodges in 
Alberta had the Merriest Christmas 

and extend to all a Happy and 

Prosperous New Year. 
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SCANDAPADES 

tickets early. 

Contact 
Kurt Sorensen 
488-7857 


JANUARY 1969 


THE SCANDINAVIAN CENTRE NEWS 


PAGE 3 



3 weeks group flights to Copenhagen and other cities 


plus ground arrangements 


ber, October, and November. A 
lovely cake was served in their hon¬ 
or. Per Hoaglund, as the oldest 
birthday child, had the honor of 
cutting the cake. 

A program, followed coffee. Two 
lovely sisters, Dianne, and Loralie 
Pritchard sang several seasonal 
songs. They were accompanied on 
the piano by Doreen Schinbien. 
Some of the Vasa Juniors were on 
hand to dance: Randy Watson, Gor¬ 
don Johnson, and Janet Sund per¬ 
formed the ox dance, which was 
greatly enjoyed. The Schottische 
was danced by Grant Johnson, Les¬ 
lie Watson, James Johnson, Janet 
Sund, Doug Pearson, and Rita Pear¬ 
son. A round of Christmas carols 
led by Sigurd Franzen, Bud Holm¬ 
gren, Glen Eliasson, Harold Mark- 
strom, and Mary Pearson completed 
a very enjoyable evening. 

The next meeting of Vasa Lodge 
Skandia will be held Saturday, Janu¬ 
ary 4, at 7:00 p.m. in the Nordic 
Room of the Scandinavian Centre 
The new officers for 1969 will be 
installed into their offices. A Pot 
Luck Supper will follow the meet¬ 
ing, and Per Hoaglund will show 
some of his slides. Do come out and 
join us on the 4th of January. 

The Women’s Auxiliary will hold 
their January meeting in the home 
of Don and Evelyn Johnson, 8723 - 
120 St., on Saturday, January 18, 
at 8:00 p.m. 


DECEMBER MEETING 

Saturday, December 7, was the 
evening Vasa Lodge Skandia held 
their regular monthly meeting. 
Chairman Peter Johnson opened the 
meeting at 7:05 p.m. 

Leonard Eliasson has been hos¬ 
pitalized with pneumonia. Ed Berg- 
quist has had a slightly injured 
hand. Joyce Kay, Sonja Sund, and 
Martha Dahl have all been in the 
hospital, but are home now and 
under doctor’s care. Minnie Nelson 
and Ella Skoog were also reported 
as sick. 

The calendar of events for 1969 
is fairly complete now, and should 
be in the mail to you early in Janu¬ 
ary. Many thanks to Linnea Lodge, 
for her efforts in preparing this. 

One of the events for the com¬ 
ing year will be barbecue and dance 
put on by the Faullen Lodge at Vasa 
Park on July 19. 

Christmas Greetings to all Lodge 
members were sent by Margaret 
Eliasson, and Fae Johnson. 

The election of officers for the 
1989 term of office was held, the 
results are as follows: 

Chairman - Peter Johnson. Vice 
Chairman - Lennart Petersson. Sec¬ 
retary - Carol Banks. Assistant Sec¬ 
retary - Joyce Hawkes. Financial 
Secretary - Linnea Lodge. Vice Fi¬ 
nancial Secretary - Doreen Nyroos. 
Treasurer, Don Johnson, Master of 
Ceremonies - Marvin Weiss. Assist¬ 
ant Master of Ceremonies - Ken 
Banks. Chaplain - Svea Erickson. 
Inner Guard - Emiel Weiss. Outer 
Guard - Herman Nelson. 

The ladies of the Women’s Auxi¬ 
liary had all been busy baking lor 
the lunch after the meeting, which 
thew donated and served. The birth¬ 
day table was set up for members 
who had had birthdays in Septem- 


CHILDREN HALF PRICE. 


EDMONTON 

Northside 

10137 - 97th Street 


A little reminder for the Febru¬ 
ary meeting. The Young People are 
taking over that evening, Saturday, 
February 1 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Nordic Room of the Scandinavian 
Centre. There will be some activity 
after the meeting, but plans for 
that are not finalized. 


EDMONTON 


Southside 


9934 - 82nd Avenue 


Harold Lundgren was in town 
briefly during his holidays. He visit¬ 
ed with Bill and Martha Kay on his 
way to visit his old home in Glen- 
don. On his way back, he stayed 
with Svea Erickson before continu¬ 
ing home to Saskatoon to work on 
the rumpus room. 


11273 - 95 Street 
Edmonton 18, Alberta 


THE LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN 


Imported Scandinavian Cheeses . 65c per lb. 

Danish and Norwegian Fish Balls 49c per tin. 

Many other specialties at low prices. Come in, browse and compare 
Open from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. — seven days a week 

PHONE: 477-5102 


Ed Pettersson is holidaying here 
with his family before returning to 
Sweden. 


The Children’s Club wil meet 
Sunday, January 19, from 2:00 until 
4::00 p.m. in the Scandinavian Cen¬ 
tre. 

The Curlers are hosting a Bava¬ 
rian Night on Friday, January 31. 

The Viking Room of the Scandina¬ 
vian Centre has been booked from son. 


Margaret Eliasson was in Edmon¬ 
ton for the holiday season. 


WEDDINGS - [PORTRAITS - COMMERCIAL 
CUSTOM FRAMING 


ders has held the offices of secre¬ 
tary, membership organizer and 
sport’s director. 

Mr. Anderson feels that as a re¬ 
sult of Scandapades the members 
of the Scandinavian groups are 
brought together to work as a unit. 
The associations bringing a close¬ 
ness and understanding of their 
similar cultures and providing a 
base for an ever-expanding cul¬ 
tural growth. This show needs not 
only talented performers but people 
to work together on displays, paint¬ 
ing scenery, stage hands and most 
of all boosters for our big produc¬ 
tion. 

Anders reports a cultural group 
has been formed recently by Har¬ 
vey Haugen to bring cultural ac¬ 
tivities to the Centre, beginning 
mid-January. The Sunday after¬ 
noons will feature displays of paint¬ 
ings, pottery and crafts, folk danc¬ 
ing, films and singing — any form 
of Scandinavian expression. This 
new cultural group has evolved 
from ideas held by the Scanda¬ 
pades’ committees. Cultural activi¬ 
ties must be fostered and encourag¬ 
ed at the Centre. 


An enterprising young engineer 
is co-ordinator of Scandapades for 
the second consecutive year. Anders 
Anderson finds the detailed plan¬ 
ning falls into place more easily 
the second year for the large Scan¬ 
dinavian show. 

The oldest of three sons of Mrs. 
Tora Anderson of Edmonton and 
the late Mr. Art Anderson, Anders 
has taken an active part in the 
Scandinavian Centre for some years. 
He served a term as director before 
the Centre was a reality and built 
the original model of our present 
Scandinavian Centre when it was 
still a vision. 

Another brother, Inge, the young¬ 
est. of the Anderson family is also 
involved in the Scandinavian Cen¬ 
tre. It is interesting to note that 
the three brothers, Anders, Njaal 
(living in the east,) and Inge all 
graduated from the University of 
Alberta with Engineering Degrees 
in 1957. 

Anders, his wife, Eleanor and 
three children Anders, 10; Christina, 
8; and Brian, 3, are members of 
the Sons of Norway lodge. As an 
active member with the lodge An- 


GETTING MARRIED?? 


Book For Your Wedding in May, June, July Now. 


And Save 10% by Bringing This Ad 


Kiilarney Shopping Centre 

12923 - 97 Street Edmonton, Alberta 

Bus, Phone: 476-7022 or 474-4578 — Closed Mondays 


ANDERS ANDERSON 


Co-ordinator of Scandapades ’69. 
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CONTENTED IN CANADA! 

Why Not Become A Canadian Citizen? 


Applications completed for you at the Court of Cana¬ 
dian Citizenship, Sir Alexander MacKenzie Building, 
Room 424, 9828 - 104 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta — 
Phone 424-0251 Extension 518. 


ANN'S DANISH BAKERY 

12823 - 97 Street 

PHONE 477-8044. 


FOR THE FINEST IN BAKING 

MR. & MRS. GUSTAFSON 


FLOWERS 
For All 
Occosions 


KLONDYKE GARDENS 

• • • 


Wedding and Funeral designs — Cut Flowers — Potted Plants 


ANNA HANSEN 

Phone 476-1277 13444 Fort Rood, Edmonton 


DANISH READING 

All weekly Publications, BO BEDRE, KHYOS & TVAERS BLA- 
DET, SUNDAY BERLINGSKE TIDENDE, SUNDAY JYLLANDS 
POSTEN, LORDAG & MANDAG BT 1969 Christmas Plates. 
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL 

VERA NIELSEN 

12424 - 141 Street Phone 454-5438 


NOTE NEW TIME! 

LISTEN TO... 

THE SCANDINAVIAN HOUR 

ON STATION CKUA — 4:20 p.m. 

The January Schedule of Broadcasts . . . 

Sunday, January 12th, and 26th 


TRAVEL IN EUROPE 



Osterbrogade 43, 2100 Copenhagen, Denmark 
Phone Tria (01-76) 9955 
Branch Office: 

Kobmagergade 49, 7000 Frederica, Denmark 
Phone: (059) 2 55 65 


THE VIKINGS OF AMISK 


THE JOHNSON STORY 
By Esther Mellemstrand 
(6th Installment) 

Amund Johnson’s theme song 
could well have been “Don’t fence 
me in” for on his quarter section 
of land in Weaver, North Dakota, 
he had four sons clamoring for land 
of their own. Therefore, Alberta, 
with its offer of free land to all 
homesteaders, was very inviting in¬ 
deed. The homesteading sons were: 
John Peter, Thorvald, Albert and 
Henry; the others in the family: 
Bertha, Alma, Julia, Otto and 
Agnes. John Peter married Emily 
Scan, Albert chose Bertha Hoiland, 
daughter of a neighboring pioneer, 
and Henry, Anna Wallsten of the 
Wallsten Clan. 

Amund, with his good friend 
Chris Setter and his family of sons 
left North Dakota early in 1907. 
In the final Amisk census of the 
Setter family, there were ten sons 
and three daughters. In the migra¬ 
tion of ’07 Via train from the USA, 
it was Papa Johnson’s duty to count 
fourteen noses at every whistle stop. 
Should the count be less, an in¬ 
vestigation was held. At a stop in 
Fargo, N.D., Otto Johnson, who 
was just a toddler, decided to leave 
the company. When the conductor 
of the speeding train issued an un¬ 
scheduled order to stop, there was 
an irate engineer for he was told 
he must back up into the last sta¬ 
tion to retrieve this very young 
homesteader. P. I. Nelson, a friend 
issued the alarm when he found 
the child hiding under the benches 
of the station house. 

There were many gruesome sights 
along the way, for Canada was still 
in the throes of the bitterly cold 
winter of 1906/07. In looking 
through the train windows, cattle 
frozen to death, and standing on 
their feet like marble statues, pre¬ 
sented a terrifying picture. 

During the last part of the jour¬ 
ney by wagon train from Daysland, 
Mr. Johnson overtook an Indian 
walking. He offered the weary 
traveller a ride on one of the 
horses, but since the horse didn’t 
understand the Indian’s equivalent 
of “giddap”, the animal promptly 
Said down. Tragic as it was for the 
Indian, this episode provided much 
amusement, as well as making the 
company appreciate the “luxury” of 
riding in a bumpy wagon-box! ' 


On reaching Gus Bergeson’s stop¬ 
ping-off place in Amisk, most of 
the children came down with 
whooping cough. They were all 
bedded down on the one floor of 
the shack. The epidemic lasted all 
summer, for there was no method 
of isolation for the sick ones. 

In those early days, getting lost 
in the woods was easily done. Ber¬ 
tha, a daughter of the Johnson’s, 
had this experience. On walking 
home after milking their cow two 
miles away, she lost her directions. 
Every bush looked the same, and 
at dusk she found herself by a lake 
shore and very tired. Realizing how 
important her tightly covered 20 
pound pail of milk was to the sick 
children, she beat a path between 
two sandy spots on the shore — 
stashing the pail in the tall grass 
would be losing it. Besides, this 
was the only way she could keep 
warm, and the only method she had 
for fighting off the hungry army of 
mosquitos out to devour her. The 
lake was many miles from Berge¬ 
son’s shack and her worried family, 
however, the ordeal was soon for¬ 
gotten when she could back-track 
at daybreak and arrived safely at 
home to get a good drink of milk 
for breakfast. 

The Johnson family was very 
sports’ minded — also a very musi¬ 
cal one. Since Pape Johnson be¬ 
lieved in the axiom that “life with¬ 
out music is a mistake” he saw to 
it that all the children learned to 
play some instrument. Small wonder 
that this home should become a 
favorite gathering spot for all young 
people. The men dressed in their 
“sunday best” would congregate for 
a game of horseshoe by day, and 
practise for a band concert by night. 
Until they were able to handle a 
large instrument, the small children 
learned to harmonize on “kasoos” 
— a tin whistle with a piece of 
tissue paper over the vent; or even 
a comb with paper over it made a 
good substitute. These tall, blond, 
handsome Norwegians made a strik¬ 
ing addition to the Amisk band. 

Their captain for the game of 
horseshoes but not a musician was 
Thorvald Runden. He always wore 
a very stylish handle-bar mous¬ 
tache. It was at the Johnson home 
that the two Runden brothers Ivar 
and Thorvald and a cousin stayed 
until they could build homes of 
their own south of Amisk. A niece, 
Anna Richardson now lives at Silver 
Heights. 


The pressing problem in the 
minds of this enterprising family 
was the need of schools and 
churches. Mr. Johnson supervised 
the building of the first school in 
the Amisk valley. As I mentioned 
previously, it was named “Dalen” 
for Dalen means “valley” in Swed¬ 
ish. 

The first Lutheran Congregation 
was started in 1909 by Pastor S. L. 
Klyne of Bawlf. He would drive 
out from Bawlf (about 80 miles) 
with two ponies and a buggy. He 
left Bawlf at 4 a.m. Saturday morn¬ 
ing, arriving at Johnson’s in Amisk 
by 4 p.m. He would hold services 
at their house 11 a.m. Sunday, and 
stay the night. On Monday early, 
he would start the long journey 
home. Services were held once a 
month. 

One year later, Pastor O. Sather 
of Provost, held meetings once a 
month. He also drove ponies, but 
could make the drive in one day. 
Other pastors who helped were: 
Kjos and Lofthus. Pastor H. T. 
Egedahl was then called. He served 
faithfully for 32 years. He drove 
ponies in summer, but in winter he 
came by train at 4 a.m. Sunday 
morning, going back Monday morn¬ 
ing at 1 a.m. The need for a ceme¬ 
tery was also felt, and here again, 
Mr. Johnson generously donated an 
acre of his land for this purpose. 

Like most pioneers, the Johnsons 
feel that the f’lu of 1918/19 was 
a striking blow. Mr. Johnson and 
his son Otto passed away just one 
week apart during this epidemic. 
However, Mrs. Johnson, her sons 
and daughters bravely carried on 
with the work started by the hus¬ 
band and father. In 1923, a base¬ 
ment was dug for a church in 
Amisk with gravel being hauled 
with horses from a pit several miles 
from town. The cement used with 
the gravel was mixed by hand with 
a spade in a huge wooden trough! 
All work was volunteered. Financ¬ 
ing for this terrific project was start¬ 
ed as early as 1914, for it was then 
that the ladies of the congregation 
organized their Ladies Aid. 

Names prominent in this work 
were: Rud, Setter, Carbol, Anquist, 
Stratte, Sampson, Erdhal, Sandahl, 
Solbak, Bakland, Hoiland, Holte, 
Helgeson, Lokken, Johnson, Peter¬ 
son, Olson, Pearson and Kjos. Mr. 
Hans Hjartness and many other 
were generous contributors. 



THE WELL-DRESSED MAN IN 1909!? 


From Left to Right: Haskell Stratte, Henry Johnson, Albert John¬ 
son, Thorvald Runden, John P. Johnson, August Stratte and Thorvald: 
Johnson. Note horseshoe stake in background and the watch-chain of 
the captain. 
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ICELANDIC NEWSLETTER 


SOLGLYT 

SPOTLIGHT 



GODT NYTAAR 

COMING EVENTS 

Sat. Jan. 18th: 

Installation Dinner and Dance. 

Mon., Jan. 13th: 

Norwegian Language Club. 

Kom alle og snakke Norsk. 

There was a good turnout for the 
election of officers and Christmas 
Bingo at the December 11 meeting 
of the Solglyt Lodge. Mr. Knut Svi- 
dal. Supreme Director of Sons of 
Norway, was chairman for the elec¬ 
tion. 

The following is the new slate of 
officers: 

President - Mr. Joe Lineham. 
Vice President - Mr. Cliff Johnson. 
Secretary - Mr. Wally Broen. Assist. 
Secretary - Lois Venoasen. Treasurer 
- Mr. Phil Olstad. Financial Secre¬ 
tary - Min Strand. Counsellor - Mrs. 
Ragna Sivertson. Marshall - Mr. 
Fred Nielsen. Assistant Marshall - 
Mrs. Myrle Travis. Social Director - 
Mr. Stan Hafso. Assistant Social Di¬ 
rector - Mr. Joe Wiebe, Mrs. Olga 
McBride. Inner'Guard - Mrs. Gladys 
Clark, Mrs. Betty Anderson. Libra¬ 
rian - Mr. Olav Myrhe. Trustee - 
Irene Logerhan. Sports Director - 
Peter Hassen, Isabel Mjaatveit. Jun¬ 
ior Director - Mrs. Clara Lineham. 
Assist. Jr. Director - Ray Doe. 

The Sick Committee and nominat¬ 
ing committee are to be appointed 
in January. 

There were eight new members 
who were initiated into our Lodge. 
The Drill team had their very ef¬ 
fective part during the initiation 
ceremony. 

3 3 3 

The two winners of turkeys were 
Bertha Nohr and Henrietta John- 
rude. Other winners of the bingo 
were: Ivor Venaasen, Vegger Myhre, 
Peter Hansen, Mrs. McEachern, Ivy 
Whitehead, Mrs. Groen, Irene Log¬ 
erhan, Edith Johnson, Mary Rip- 
stead Johana Deno. Lunch and 
coffee were served by the Executive. 

333 

Miss Heather McRoberts, daugh¬ 
ter of Mrs. Tordis McRoberts, has 
again brought honors to Edmonton. 
Heather, who was runner-up in the 
recent Miss Canada pageant and be¬ 
fore that was the former Muk-Luk 
Queen, this time was chosen as the 
beautiful girl for the Klondike Days 
Cover girl for 1969. 

We are all proud. Heather. 

b * • 

Mr. Ola Akanes from Aalesurd, 
Norway, uncle of Mrs. Selma Sor¬ 
enson, has been a recent visitor for 
3 weeks. He also visited other re¬ 
latives and a brother at Chauvin, 
Alberta. 

b « * 

Mrs. Clara Lineham has been 
in the hospital and is now home 
again after an operation on her foot. 
Get rid of the crutches soon! Thanks 
Joe, for being sub in the Ladies’ 
Drill team. 


Mrs. Irene Houde is now home 
again after a lengthy stay in the 
hospital. Glad to hear she is feel¬ 
ing better. Stay well, Irene, we 
need you to lead us in the “Norske 
Songs.” 

b « « 

Mrs. Amtzen is still hospitalized 
and we hear Rove Hammarstad is 
coming along. 

Mrs. Ragna Sivertsen, also was 
hospitalized but is home again and 
is much improved. 

# s s 

Watch for further announcements 
regarding the Norwegian Costume 
sewing group. Please check your 
December edition for phone num¬ 
bers for more information. 

o a * 

Mrs. Ragna Sivertsen has the fol¬ 
lowing message she wishes to con¬ 
vey, regarding the Lutefish supper— 
As chef of the food department this 
year I want to express my appre¬ 
ciation and thanks to the ladies who 
came out so faithfully to help with 
the Lutefisk supper, also the four 
fellows who worked so hard as¬ 
sisting us in putting the evening 
over. My “thank you” goes out to 
the ladies who came to the Scandi¬ 
navian Centre for the lefsa rolling, 
also to the girls who set up and 
looked after the dining room. Thank 
you to all the ladies who brought 
all the beautiful pastries and salads. 
Thank you again to the kitchen 
staff. 

Happy New Year to you all. 

—Ragna Sivertsen. 

Thank you, too Mrs. Sivertson 
for your usual efficient role in the 
annual Lutefisk suppers. 

Mrs. Ragna Sivertson will be 
spending Christmas with her fam¬ 
ily at Calgary. 

s s b 

SUNRAY LODGE NEWS 

There was also an election of of¬ 
ficers at the last meeting, Dec. 4th 
and the new slate of officers are 
the following: 

President - Donny Lineham. Vice 
President - David Amundson. Treas¬ 
urer - Ian Ivertson. Financial Sec. - 
David Oyen. Secretary - Howard 
McNaughton. Assist. Secretary - 
Penny Ivertson. Councellor - Sonja 
McBride. Social Director - Brenda 
Bruce. Marshall - Robert McNaugh¬ 
ton. Assistant Marshall - Susan 
Clark. Inner Guard - Warren Clark. 

There were four new members 
initiated. The meeting had been ad¬ 
vanced one week to Wed., Dec. 
4th. so as not to conflict with the 
Christmas Bingo on December 11th 
by the Solglyt Lodge. There was a 
Christmas party at the McNaugh- 
ton’s Dec. 6th which was enjoyed 
by all members present. 

Anyone interested in joining the 
Sunray Lodge please note regular 
meetings are on the second Wed¬ 
nesday of each month. 

b b b 

Your correspondent for this 
month has been Astrid Hope. Thank 
you for your co-operation and help. 


A DATE TO REMEMBER 
The Nordurljos Annual Thorrablot 
Scandinavian Centre 

February 16th, 1969, 4:00 p.m. 

Details later. 

The annual Thorrablot and elec¬ 
tion of officers has long been one 
of the highlights of the year’s activ¬ 
ities. The ladies always provide a 
smorgasbord of the most inviting 
and delicious foods, the entertain¬ 
ment for the children is usually a 
film, and the review of achievements 
made during the past year give an 
idea of the strength of this active 
club. In a sense, the use of the 
word “Thorrablot” is a reminder of 
an ancient custom of holding a gay 
feast on the evening of Shrove 
Tuesday, before the fasting of the 
Lenten season. While much of the 
ancient customs have faded away, 
one must eat and in such happy 
surroundings the custom is made 
use of for friendly associations. So, 
Gentle Reader, if you wish to see 
the Icelandic Society continue to 
prosper and to cany on these var¬ 
ious events, be sure to remember 
the date, remember to be there, 
and remember that your presence 
adds support to every venture. 
b b b 

Mr. and Mrs. Archie Orr enter¬ 
tained at a dinner party to honor 
Archie’s mother, Thora, on her birth¬ 
day, the evening of Wednesday, 
Dec. 11th. Prior to the partaking 
of the dinner, a toast was offered 
for good health and future happi¬ 
ness in well-chosen words by her 
son and was heartily endorsed by 
all. 

# b « 

Miss Cathy Oddson had the mis¬ 
fortune to slip on the icy street and 
fall under a moving bus while hur¬ 
rying home from school. She was 
rushed to emergency, and miracul¬ 
ously saved from any broken bones, 
but great deal of injury to the part 
below the knee. We hope no last¬ 
ing ill-effects follow this painful 
experience. 


The Annual Bazaar of the Ladie’s 
of Nordurljos was held in the Ma¬ 
sonic Temple, Nov. 20th. A full 
afternoon’s activity resulted in one 
of the most colorful bazaar’s ever 
held, and provided additional funds 
for the many ambitions of this en¬ 
terprising group. Under the leader¬ 
ship of Mrs. Freda Smith the ladies 
have found joy in achievement, and 
on Freda’s birthday, surprised her 
with a decorated cake and good 
wishes. A later continuation of the 
bazaar was held in the Capilano 
Mall, when the pretty Christmas 
novelties were offered for sale to 
an admiring collection of east-end 
customers. 

B S 3 

Another link with the early his¬ 
tory of Alberta, and the Canadian 
West was broken by the death of 
Mr. Stanley Crawford, who died in 
his sleep at his home in Calling 
Lake, Alta. Son of early settlers 
in the Athabaska district, he leaves 
his loving wife, Henrietta, two sons, 
one daughter, and a brother, Ingram 
Crawford, of. Pigeon Lake, and a 
sister, Anna Bentley of Seattle, 
Wash. 

The late Mr. Crawford owned a 
motel unit at Calling Lake for many 
years, and attending the funeral 
were many prominent business 
friends. The Gislasons of Edmonton, 
and their brother, Frank, of Fort 
McMurray also attended. Mr. and 
Mrs. Herbert Bentley were guests 
of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Cameron 

while in Edmonton. 

b b s 

Mr. Charles L. Cameron of Sed- 
gewick, Alta., passed away in the 
Killam Auxiliary Hospital, on Dec. 
9th, 1968, at the age of 86. He 
was born in Ontario, coming west 
at an early age, married and raised 
a family of nine sons and daughters. 
His wife predeceased him several 
years ago. Burial was in the Sedge- 
wick cemetery. We offer our sym¬ 
pathies to his son, Donald and 
daughter-in-law, Margaret, and other 
members of his family. 


The annual Christmas party for 
the children was held in the Scandi¬ 
navian Centre and provided much 
fun and treats for the kiddies. A 
short program, featuring tiny per¬ 
formers, older children and the Saga 
Singers, delighted the audience. The 
Fjallkona, Mrs. Jo Couves appeared 
in costume, Mrs. Della Roland, di¬ 
rector of the choir presided at the 
piano, and President A1 Amason 
steered the afternoon’s entertain¬ 
ment. Santa Claus appeared bring¬ 
ing treats and a coffee party, host¬ 
ed by the executive, was enjoyed 
by all. The committee in charge, 
under Ruth McNaughton, received 
the thanks of all concerned. 

3 3 0 

Birthday greetings and warmest 
wishes of health and happiness on 
Jan. 12th to: 

Johann (Joe) Helgi Johnson 
“You will never find time for any¬ 
thing. If you want time, you must 
take it.” 

—Charles Buxton. 

s s 3 

Holiday visitors at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gunnar Thorvaldson’s 
were Shirley parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Herb Edgar of Lyleton, Man. 



SCANDAPADES 
FEB. 8 


Here We Are Again 



Our printers are hoping to bring you a clearer picture than 
appeared in the December paper. 

Back row — Selma Sorenson, Vera Nielsen, Lillian Sumarlidason, 
Anne Sahuri. Front row — Joan Petersson, Gunnar Thorvaldson, 
Director of Scandinavian News; Shirley Thorvaldson. Missing are: 
Tiilie Erickson and Verna Larson. 
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ANNOUNCING 


CHOICE OF THREE CHARTERED FLIGHTS 
ALL JET FLIGHTS 8 HOURS TO SCANDINAVIA 

FLIGHT NO. 26 Edmonton to Oslo. Norway 42 Days 

AIR CANADA June 7th - July 19th, 1969 - $250.00 Return 

ORGANIZER: Mr. Inge Anderson, 16144 - 90 Ave. Edmonton, Alberta. 

Phone 489-6490 - 488-8998 

FLIGHT NO. 27 Edmonton to Copenhagen, Denmark. 48 Days 

WARDAfR CANADA LTD. June 29th - August 15th, 1969 - $300.00 Return 

ORGANIZER Mrs. Vera Nielsen, 12424 - 141 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 

Phone 454-5438 

FLIGHT NO. 28 Edmonton to Stockholm, Sweden. 32 Days 

PACIFIC WESTERN July 24th - August 25th, 1949 

ADULTS $285.00 Return — CHILDREN $200.00 
(Limited to 20 children) 

ORGANIZER: JV\r. Paul Karvonen, 12204 Dovercourt Crescent, Edmonton, Alberta. 

Phone 455-5570 After 5.30 p.m. 


FARE 


PAYMENT 


REFUND 

BAGGAGE 

DOCUMENTS 


All above fares include Airport Taxes and Insurance. 
Children under the age of two on the date of departure, 
will be carried free, if reported. (Limit 9). 

Members of the Scandinavian Centre of not less than six 
months standing by date of departure and immediate 
relatives - husband, wife, parents and dependent children 
living under the same roof - are eligible. 

A deposit of $100.00 per person must accompany each ap 
plication. Cheques are to be made payable to the Scandin¬ 
avian Charter Flight number. 

Application with cheque must be delivered or mailed to 
the organizer in charge. The balance of the fare is payable 
two months prior to departure date. Please add exchange 
to all cheques from out of town. 

Deposit will be refunded if flight is cancelled. A passen 
ger may cancel his or her flight if notice is served at least 
30 days prior to departure date. 

A limit of 65 pounds per fare is allowed. 

Every passenger must be in possession of a valid passport 
and a valid certificate of vaccination. 


APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED IN THE ORDER OF THEIR RECEIPT 

APPLICATION 

Charter Flight No. 26 □ No. 27 □ No. 28 □ 


No. 28 □ 


NAME ...-. Age . 

ADDRESS .. Phone . 

DEPENDENT . (Date of birth if under 2 years) 

I enclose $. to be credited to my account, the balance $...to be paid two months before 

Flight Departure 

I am a member in good standing of the Scandinavian Centre Co-operative Association Ltd. Yes □ No □ 


Date: 


Signature: 
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DANIA DOINGS 

M 


From the president: We sincerely 
hope you had a merry Christmas 
and may we wish you a happy and 
prosperous New Year. 

Now while we stand on the thres¬ 
hold of the New Year, let us look 
back at 1968. For DANIA it was 
a good year, we introduced a few 
new ideas which I think were to 
the member’s and guest’s taste, if 
not, come up with your ideas and 
we shall try to accommodate you 
in every way posible. We like to 
get your ideas too, so just write a 
letter to the secretary. 

We shall start the season with 
our New Year’s Dance on Saturday, 
January 11th. You know we have 
promised the members to have some 
Saturdays for our dances, so in 1969 
they will be alternated every month 
between Fridays and Saturdays. 
Then, we have picked Tuesdays for 
our Whistdrives; the first one will 
be Tuesday January 14th and we 
sure hope you will make every effort 
to come. We are going to have 5 
Whistdrives in all and at the end, 
there will be a prize for the high¬ 
est score during the season, besides 
this there are prizes every time as 
usual. 

In order to welcome our 1969 
members there will be a member¬ 
ship night on January 25th, also 
a Saturday. 


We hope to see you frequently 
in 1969. Bring your friends along 
for an evening of fun and dancing. 

From the cultural committee: We 
need some Danish talent for the 
Scandapade show. It is a shame 
that all the other Scandinavians are 
represented but no Danes have come 
forward. Don’t tell me that the 
Danes have no talent! Please come 
to the rehearsal at the Scandinavian 
Centre, January 5th, this is Sunday 
afternoon. For further information 
regarding this, call Claus 489-1494. 

Happy New Year from DANIA’S 
Board of Directors. 


Friday, February 14th will be 
our annual Kamival, so begin now 
to think about your costume. We are 
sure you will have more fun if you 
are dressed up for this event, and 
don’t forget you are apt to win a 
good prize for your effort. 


together and enjoy ourselves. Think 
about this and then do something 
about it. $3.00 for man and wife 
for a whole year, how much cheap¬ 
er can you get anything to-day? 


“BIKUBEN” will meet the third 
Monday as usual, if the weather 
doesn’t turn too cold. 12424 - 141 
St., at 8:00 p.m. 


Our Christmas Party for our mem¬ 
bers’ children went fine, everybody 
had a good time, we are sure. There 
are lots of children looking forward 
to this and every year we get more 
and more children. This year we 
almost reached the 300. 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL 
F ROM YOUR CORRESPONDENT, 
VERA NIELSEN. 


Remember to send for your 1969 
membership card. Just write your 
name and address and send it in 
together with your $3.00 to Vera 
Nielsen, 12424 - 141 St., or buy it 
from any of the board members. It 
pays you to be a member and it 
helps the Society. Remember,, your 
friends can also be associated mem¬ 
bers, so just talk them into joining 
and you can go out to our “Do’s'’ 



COMMERCIAL ELECTRIC 
C0. ( LTD. 

PHONE 454-2491 

ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS 

Domestic — Commercial — Industrial 
Radio Dispatched Service Trucks 

ART NEILSEN — KURT O SORENSEN 

11815 - 145 Street Edmonton, Alberta 


SAS CHRISTMAS GROUPS TO SCANDINAVIA 

For further information regarding the SAS Christmas groups 
to Copenhagen, Stockholm and Oslo with Jet from Edmonton 
to Copenhagen and Scandinavian Railways from Copenhagen 
to Stockholm or Oslo for $427J00 inclusive, Please contact your 
Travel Agent. 


SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES SYSTEM INC. 


Highest Quality Danish Imported Furnitures 
BANGKOK TEAK WOOD 
Take an “idea trip” Through Our Store 

Design 5 Interiors Ltd. 

12312 Jasper Avenue Phone 482-4264 

For accessories and gifts—Visit Design 5 China Art & Gift Ltd. 
10137 Jasper Avenue Phone 422-0379 



SCANDAPADES 


PRESENTS 


SCANDAMANIA 


DIRECTED by BUD D'AMUR 

February 8lh 1969 


— AT 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 


OUTSTANDING ENTERTAINMENT 


PLAN TO ATTEND. 


After the show, enjoy a Scandinavian lunch and coffee 
in the lower auditorium while you visit friends and look over the displays. 

Adults $2.50 16 and under $1.00 

Get your tickets from — 

The Allied Arts Box Office at the Bay 


or from — 


Kurt Sorensen (chairman) 488-7857 

Vera Nielsen (Danish) 454-5438 

Peter Johnson (Swedish) 474-7320 

Cliff Johnson (Norwegian) 489-3509 

Paul Karvonen (Finnish) 455-5570 


Al Arnason (Icelandic) 


455-7946 




















PAGE 8 


THE SCANDINAVIAN CENTRE NEWS 


JANUARY 1969 


News from . . . 

The Stephanson's 



These aren't labels. 
They're awards. 


Brewmaster Steinecker won’t 
award the coveted Molson label to any 
bottle until he’s sure it’s earned it. 

And he should know; he’s the 
brilliant Bavarian brewmaster who de¬ 
veloped a better way to brew beer. 

Here, in North America’s first 


complete Steinecker Brewhouse, every 
bottle is naturally brewed to consist¬ 
ently great flavour. 

Only when the beer is just as it 
should be does Brewmaster Steinecker 
award his seal of approval. 

The Molson label. 



.EXPORT 

4 %jhio<jw Brewed 

y in; 



THE BRIGHT ONE THE SMOOTH ONE THE BOLD ONE 


STEINECKER-BREWED BY MOLSON’S EDMONTON BREWERY LTD. 

• • 


December 5, 1968. 

Dear Friends, 

“Afe Hyia Pa”! (This is the equi¬ 
valent of our “Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year in “Twi” one of 
the most widely used of the 69 ver¬ 
nacular languages used in Ghana), 
and Greetings from Ghana, Africa. 
We live in the Ashanti region about 
150 miles north of Accra the capi¬ 
tal. 

When we sent out our Christmas 
cards last year we didn’t dream of 
leaving our beloved Canada again 
so soon, however, a phone call from 
the Canadian International Develop¬ 
ment Agency (formerly External 
Aid) in Ottawa on May 1, resulted 
in this change of scenery, and we 
will be calling Kumasi home until 
July, 19/0 when we expect to re¬ 
turn to Edmonton. 

Unfortunately for us, Anne, Eric 
and Ross felt it necessary to remain 
in Canada to pursue their Univer¬ 
sity studies. The three of them ex¬ 
pect to spend Christmas together 
in Edmonton and we will miss them 
terribly! However, we are delighted 
to learn that they will be given air 
fare in order to visit us in the 
summer of 1969. 

We left Edmonton on August 31 
after the usual hectic last_ minute 
rush. Luckily the plane was three 
hours late so we managed to get 
to the airport on time. We flew 
direct to Amsterdam (lost eight 
hours in the bargain — all of it 
sleep!) where we spent 3% days 
touring the picturesque country. We 
visited Rikjsmuseum, Ann Franks’ 
house, a diamond cutting establish¬ 
ment, the world’s largest port — 
Rotterdam, International Courts of 
Justice at the Hague, Anylesmeer 
Flower Markets, Delft Pottery fac¬ 
tory and of course saw windmills 
and wooden shoes though both are 
fairly rare in modem Holland. 

On to Rome for six days (much 
too short). We saw all the tourist 
attractions, the Catacombs, the Va¬ 
tican, Forums, Colosseum, Panthe¬ 
on, Ben Hur circle, Baths, Cathe¬ 
drals, fountains and we even had a 
swim in the Mediterranean. Our ac¬ 
commodation was in a former pal¬ 
ace in Republic Square right in the 
centre of Rome. 

Needless to say, we all enjoyed 
the pizza and learned to eat spa¬ 
ghetti correctly, and gorged on the 
delicious fruits which we miss so 
here! (apples, pears and grapes). 

We have come to the University 
of Science and Technology in Ku¬ 
masi in response to a request for 
an Agricultural Engineer to be 
Head of the Department. The ob¬ 
jective is to develop the teaching 
and research programme. Agricul¬ 
tural Engineers are needed in this 
country where 70 percent of the 
8 million people are engaged in 
agriculture. Machines and new 
methods are needed to increase food 
production both for local consump¬ 
tion and for export. Ghana has a 
great deal of land that can. be 
brought into production. There is 
a pattern of shifting cultivation still 
used where a few acres of jungle 
are cleared and cropped for 2 - 3 
years, then allowed to go back to 
jungle for 10 - 15 years before 
being re-cleared for cropping. 


The U.S.T. (formerly Kwame 
Nkrumah U.S.T. until the coup in 
Feb. 1966) has faculties of Agricul¬ 
ture, Engineering, Art, Science 
Pharmacy and Architecture, as well 


in Ghana 

as a Department of Liberal and 
Social Studies. Student enrolment 
is about 1600 including less than 
100 women. Agriculture has about 
150 students in a three-year course. 

The campus is situated on a 7 
sq. mile area of undulating land 
4 miles from Kumasi. It presents a 
spectacle of beautiful modern build¬ 
ings interpersed with verdant lawns 
and tropical flora which provide a 
cool and refreshing atmosphere. 
There are about 250 houses on the 
campus for academic and admin¬ 
istrative staff and another 300 or 
more for other staff. Two-thirds of 
the academic staff are Africans and 
the rest from countries all over the 
world. One of the most welcome 
features of the campus is a beauti¬ 
ful Olympic standard swimming 
pool. The diving end has 17 feet 
of water and five boards up to 10 
metres in height. Grant and Earl 
have survived jumps from the top 
board, Neil an'd Karen the 4th but 
Mom and Dad are chicken! 

When we first spoke to pur chil¬ 
dren about the possibility of com¬ 
ing to Ghana the atlas and library 
were hastily consulted, and the 
children conjured up visions of liv¬ 
ing in a thatched hut among the 
animals we usually see in a zoo. 
We hear the little tree bears cry¬ 
ing at night but haven’t seen them 
yet, some people have pet mon¬ 
keys but there are no larger ani¬ 
mals right here and though Yaro, 
our steward, saw a snake under our 
hedge one day, we haven’t seen a 
live one yet, and hope we don’t! 

As to our hut, well, it turned out 
to be a very large comfortable 2 
storey modem home with 3 B.R. 
and bath (hot water even!) and 2 
balconies upstairs. Downstairs there 
is a L.R., D.R., kitchen and pantry, 
den, bath, screened playroom and 
patio. Off the kitchen is a small 
enclosed courtyard and laundry 
room, attached garage and servants 
quarters. Louvred glass windows 
and screens, asphalt tile floors, ceil¬ 
ing fans and very adequate furnish¬ 
ings add to our comfort. Most of 
the houses on the campus are com¬ 
parable to ours but, sadly enough, 
there is a great contrast in the 
nearby villages. Houses are made 
of red laterite soil blocks with mud 
floors, no lights or running water, 
and charcoal cooking pots. Open 
ditches serve as drains. Incomes are 
low by North American standards, 
ranging from less than $200 per 
year for a gardener to $7,500 for 
a top ranking Prof, or M.D. Our 
steward (male) helps with clean¬ 
ing, washing, ironing and dishes for 
$30 per month, (Ida handles the 
food herself) and our gardener 
works 8-10 hours a week for $6 
a month. 

Despite this, the people here 
seem to be happy, quite gentle and 
shy. We are often lulled to sleep 
by the drumming in the villages 
(and sometimes wakened by it too, 
especially, on moonlight nights). 
This is usually accompanied by 
dancing and singing. 

Most of the Ghanaians wear the 
“cloth” but some wear it only for 
dress up occasions. It is quite at¬ 
tractive looking. The men wear an 
8 yard strip draped something like 
a floor length Roman toga, and 
(Barney says) Ida found it quite 
disconcernting to see a bare brown 
muscular shoulder showing! The 
women wear a wrap around skirt 
with matching blouse with a pep- 
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lum and a third piece used as a 
stole or wrapped around the waist 
carrying a baby on the back. The 
hand woven Rente cloth done in 
strips and sewn together is espe¬ 
cially beautiful, but expensive. 

80% of the people of Ghana are 
illiterate but they are working hard 
to correct this. Although Karen and 
Neil are attending an adequate ele¬ 
mentary school, we found it nec¬ 
essary (because of lack of staff and 
poor equipment in the secondary 
school) to have Earl and Grant do 
full VIII and X by correspondence 
from Alberta. 

Women here are treated as sec¬ 
ond class citizens. Polygamy is still 
practised even among the better 
educated people and according to 
statistics, although % of the ele¬ 
mentary school children are girls, 
only Vi of these go on to secondary 
schools and even less to the Uni¬ 
versity. Even on the campus many 
Ghanaian wives speak little Eng¬ 
lish, do not drive cars and are left 
at home when their husbands go 
out to social functions. Yet, strange¬ 
ly enough, the women control the 
inheritances. 

On campus, in addition to the 
swimming pool are tennis courts (5 
of us play — and Karen will learn 
when she is 8) a Faculty club with 
dining, dancing, games and T.V., 
a Community Centre with various 
games and two rather mediocre 
shows per week, a film society with 
one good but old show per month 
and both adult and childrens’ lib¬ 
raries with art drama and music 
classes and a stamp club. 

In Kumasi there is a club for 
social activities and a 9 hole golf 
course. 

We are very happy to be able 
to receive regular broadcasts from 
Canada on our short wave radio. 
Home doesn’t seem quite so far 
away because of this contact. 

I wonder if you would like to 
shop with us? Tropical fruits of 
course are plentiful and cheap, there 
are plenty of yam (not orange, 
sweet and moist like at home) pea¬ 
nuts and cassava lettuce, cabbage 
and tomatoes (expensive!), but su¬ 
gar, rice and flour are in very short 
supply. Potatoes are 30 cents per 
lb. There is no fresh milk and very 
little ice cream, no jam or jelly, 
nuts, raisins, prunes or dates until 
last week when the Christmas sup¬ 
plies arrived. They are sold out 
already. The three best stores in 
Kumasi are comparable to a small 
A and N store with the addition of 
a grocery department. 

The city of Kumasi, 250,000, is 
the centre of the Ashanti region. 
It has the name of “Garden City” 
because of the spacious grounds 
around the better homes. The busi¬ 
ness section of town is crowded 
with shops and people. Many are 
petty traders with a tray of small 
items to sell on the sidewalk. The 
central market, one of the largest 
in West Africa, is teeming with 
thousands of traders and customers 
and is extremely congested. It has 
all types of consumer goods and 
also such delicacies as fish heads, 
rice mixtures on banana leaves, 
cooked insects, etc. 

While there is a public transport 
service, most people travel by mam¬ 
my wagons. These are truck chassis 
fitted up with a locally built wood¬ 
en passenger compartment on the 
back in which people are packed 
like sardines and travel 4 miles for 
3 peswas (cents). They are usually 
decorated and have mottos or slo¬ 
gans both in vernacular and Eng¬ 
lish. Some of these are “Honest 
Man”, “God’s Way is the Best,” 
“Death Comes to A11” (not very re¬ 
assuring to the passengers), “Me¬ 


chanical Driver” (more reassuring 
in that it probably means that the 
driver can cope with the frequent 
mechanical breakdown en route), 
“All Life is War”, “Why?” etc. 

It is a common sight to see cars 
and trucks being repaired on the 
roadside, even if it takes a week or 
more. Spare parts and tires are very 
difficult to obtain. It is not unusual 
for a vehicle to be laid up for a 
year or more waiting for parts. Cars 
are very expensive, and a standard 
Ford or Chev there is 100% cus¬ 
toms duty and IIV 2 percent pur¬ 
chase tax. Our car has been held 
up in England by strikes but we 
hope it will arrive before Christmas 
holidays as we are not allowed to 
travel away from Kumasi in the 
University car. 

The roads are not as congested 
as in Trinidad, and there seem to 
be fewer accidents, but some take 
a large number of lives because of 
mammy wagons involved. We also 
think there are fewer robberies and 
assaults here than in Trinidad. 

The people of Ghana are a reli¬ 
gious people but we do miss our 
church, church friends and activi¬ 
ties. There is a very large S.S. on 
campus in the vernacular, but our 
children attend one in English. 
There are about 50 children with 
U. faculty and their wives as teach¬ 
ers. 

We usually attend an interdenom¬ 
inational service on campus at night 
where the average attendance is 
about 600, chiefly students, with a 
choir of 40-50 predominantly men. 
We love to hear them sing. Last 
Sunday we attended a morning 
service in a large Methodist church 
in Kumasi. It was packed! There 
were 70 in the choir — and a dyna¬ 
mic minister. The hymns were in 
English, readings in the vernacu¬ 
lar, sermon in both — and the serv¬ 
ice lasted 2 V 2 hours. Our boys said 
they would never again complain 
about attending church at home. 

We are finding the climate quite 
agreeable. The evenings and morn¬ 
ings are quite cool and refreshing 
so we don’t mind the high humidiyt 
so much. The temperature may hit 
a low of 55° and a high of 100°F 
throughout the year. Rainfall is 
about 60 in. - June to November— 
mostly. Once in a while hail falls 
during a rainstorm but of course 
doesn’t last long. 

Nevertheless, we’re not apt to 
have a white Christmas here, and 
much as we like the sun we do 
miss the snow, skating and skiing. 
Though far from our “air folk” in 
our hearts we will be with you at 
Christmas and we hope that you 
will join us in this simple but 
heartfelt “Prayer for Christmas” by 
Nancy Byrd Turner: 

“Father, hear our Christmas prayer; 

Christmas stars are bright; 

Let all children everywhere; 

Happy be tonight. 

Some are in the warm, fair lands, 

Some where snow is deep; 

All around the tur nin g earth 

Christmas let us keep.” 

Best wishes from the 6 Ghanaian 
Stephansons, Ida, Barney, Grant, 
Earl, Neil and Karen, and from 
Anne, Eric and Ross by proxy. 

University of Science and Tech¬ 
nology, Kumasi, Ghana, Africa. 


DR. DRESEN 

DENTIST 

10073 - 156 Street 

489-0110 — Phones — 489-1857 

Afternoon and Evening 
Appointments 


DR. T. O. WALHOVD 

DENTAL SURGEON 

510 Empire Bldg., Edmonton 
Phone: 422-2783 


JIFFY LUNCH 
CATERING SERVICE LTD. 

11695 • 147 Street, Edmonton 
454-9546 — 454-6767 

All types of Banquets, Parties, 
Picnics and Mobile Catering 

— E. H. Manuel — 


RADIATORS 

Cleaned, Repaired, Recored 
Reconditioned Used Rods for Sale 
Fast Service 

HARRY MODIN, Mgr. 

A-l RADIATOR SERVICE LTD. 

10973 - 101 St. Edmonton 

Ph. 422-8753. After hours 479-0342 
or 477-1468 


Office Ph. 424-1604 
Res. Ph. 466-241 

DR. EARL G. BERG 

OPTOMETRIST 
400 Empire Building 


CATERING 

For Weddings and Parties 
For Tasty Food and Superb 
Service 

Phone Stella 454-6683 


BOUQUET SHOP 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
Specialists in Floral Designs 
Funeral Designs and 
Wedding Bouquets 
Royal Bank Bldg., Edmonton 
Phone 422-0826 — 422-3281 


SILLENCE METALCRAFT and 
WELDING 

- SCULPTURE - 

- GIFT ITEMS - 
ORNAMENTAL GATES, 

FENCES, IRON RAILINGS 


TRY OUR 


6053 - 103 Street 


435-2788 


AFTER HOURS 434-2531 


Bring your FAMILY, 
Bring your FRIENDS 

Scandapades, Feb. 8th 


SMORGASBORD 

In our new Scandia Room 

Royal George Restaurant 

10229 - 101 Street 

11:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. 5:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. 


DELICIOUS 


ECONOMICAL 


Sunday 4:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.in. 


Buy Your New or Used Car or Truck from 

HEALY TRUCK CENTER 

your authorized Ford Dealer 


125 Avenue - Fort Road. 


Phone: 477-3501 


Norm Christensen 


We arrange several Group flights i q 

to London, Copenhagen, Amsterdam —-- 

and Frankfurt. Many departures each ‘t . 

month, 

Price includes return air fare, plus Rent-a-Car with up to 
1000 kilometers FREE driving, or Train travel in Europe. 

CALL THE SPECIALISTS 


“Our front door 
is your door 
to Europe” 

Tel. 479-0884 


UHUTTE 

^==H=pF TRAVEL SEBVICa 

9105 - 118 Avenue, Edmonton. 


Larsen's Pet Shop 

PETS — PETS SUPPLY — ACCESSORIES 

9951 - 82 AVENUE PHONE: 439-2103 


HENNING'S LANDSCAPING 

TREE PRUNING 

CONTACT US FOR - 

Landscaping, Lawns, Patios and Firewood 

10160 - 158 Street Phone: 

Edmonton 489-4551 


TO OUR MANY FRIENDS — 

THANK YOU 

Your Patronage in 1968 has been appreciated. 

We look forward to serving you in 1969, 
and we wish you a HAPPY and PURPOSEFUL 


New Year 


Sig. Sorenson Knut Svidal 

SORENSON ASSURANCE SERVICE LTD. 

Centennial Building — Edmonton, Alberta 

PH. 424-7311 
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Book Review 

A HISTORY OF THE VIKINGS 

Using the latest documentary, 
archaeological and numismatic re¬ 
search, Professor Jones tells the Vi¬ 
kings’ story, ranging from their 
half-glimpsed origins and legendary 
rehistory, through the victories of 
Canute, to the death of Harald 
Hardradi in 1066, which marked 
the end of the Viking Age. He as¬ 
sesses older historical records and 
such recent discoveries as the Vin- 
land Map. His knowledge of epic 
Scandinavian literature helps sepa¬ 
rate fact from legend. 

The book is principally concern¬ 
ed with the period from 780 to 
1070, during which the Viking 
Movement proper made its vast and 
violent impact upon non-Scandi- 
lavian countries. During this time 
he kingdoms of Denmark, Norway, 
md Sweden took shape. A success- 
ul colonization was made in Ice- 
and, followed by a disastrous at- 
empt to settle in Greenland, and 
he first explorations along the east 
.■oast of America. 

Normandy was conquered. Trad- 
ng posts throughout the Baltic 
ands and along the Russian rivers 
o Novgorod and Kiev were estab- 
ished, and Viking galleys plied the 
Hack and Caspian seas. Contacts 
vere made with Islam and Byzan- 
ium. This period also saw the Dan- 
sh influence in the making of the 
English peoples, the infusion of 
Scandinavian blood, thought, and 
iractice throughout much of west¬ 
ern Europe, and the major religious, 
ultural, and institutional borrow- 
ngs from Europe which brought 
bout the expansion of Christian 
ivilization northward. 

One section examines the Vikings’ 
expansion overseas, which was a 
esult of social and technological 
levelopment during preceding cen- 
uries. It explains how their long 
oyages were made without such 
lautical instruments as compasses, 
nd points out that the Vikings’ 
rading and colonizing feats — as 
yell as their warring and piracy— 
vere motivated by an insatiable 
and and wealth hunger. 

Gwyn Jones is Professor of Eng- 
sh Language and Literature at 
Jniversity College i n Cardiff, 
Vales; the author of The Norse 
itlantic Saga. He edited and trans¬ 
ited Eirik The Red and Other 
celandic Sagas. 

A HISTORY OF THE VIKINGS, 
y Gywn Jones, published by the 
Ixford University Press. 500 pages, 
0 plates, 58 figures and 15 maps. 
11.00. 


kre You Moving? 

Be sure to notify us if you have 
change of address. Give us both 
Id and new addresses — attach 
ne of your present address labels 
? convenient. 

At the same time, notify your 
leal postmaster by filling out a 
ost office change-of-address card. 

VRITE TO - 

Editor, Scandinavian Centre News 
6012 - 101A Avenue, 

Edmonton 80, Alta. 
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TRIANGLE TV 


\T|V/ 


SALES & SERVICE 
9206 - 95 Avenue 

ANTENNA INSTALLATION and 
COMPLETE COLOR SERVICE 


PHONE 466-5234 or 466-9465 


LLETIN BOAR 


SCANDINAVIAN CENTRE — 14220 - 125 AVE. 

FOR BOOKINGS 
Phone The Manager — Tom Nielsen 
455-4355 — if no answer 454-5438 


KANALDYNER 

100% Pure Goose Down — Gold Cambric 
The New Larger Sizes: 140x210 cm — $47.50 
190x210 cm — $67.50 
Free Delivery in Edmonton! 

Write.,. 

DYRNAES INTERIORS 

400 Connought Drive — Box 130 - Jasper, Alberta 



NORMAN NILSEN CONSTRUCTION 

LIMITED 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

FREE ESTIMATE 

9615 - 56 Avenue, Box 4308, Edmonton, Alta. 
Phone 439-3991 


DANIA 

NEW YEAR'S DANCE 

Saturday, January 11th 1969 at 8:30 p.m. 

Scandinavian Centre, Viking Room 

14220 - 125 AVENUE 

Prizes — Spot Dances — Refreshments available 
— FUN FOR ALL — 

Come and bring your friends 


ANSGAR DANISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


96 Street & 108A Avenue 


Phone 469-6123 



SCANDIA BAKERY 

MEADOWLARK PARK SHOPPING CENTRE 

POUL and AASE RASMUSSEN 

BIRTHDAY KRINGLE — TARTALETTER 
AND KRANSEKAGER BY SPECIAL REQUEST 

— PHONE 489-0230 — 


Pastor: OSCAR FILTENBORG 


Wednesday, New Years Day. January 1st — 11:00 a.m. — 

English Service with Holy Communion. 
Sunday, Jan. 5th 11:00 a.m. — Danish Service with Holy Com. 

Sunday, Jan. 12th 11:00 a.m. — English Service with Holy, Com. 

Sunday, Jan. 19th 11:00 a.m. — Danish Service 

Sunday, Jan. 26th 11:00 a.m. — Danish Service 

Sunday, Jan. 26th 8:00 p.m. — English Anniversary Service, 
Guest Speaker. Social after Service. 


For All Your Travel Needs 
Contact WAYNE FARRELL 
at 

WORLD WIDE TRAVEL 

Meadowlark Park Shopping Centre 

PHONE 489-4433 

Wayne will be glad to reserve onto 
flights, rail, etc, from charters on 
arrival in the Scandinavian area. 

We can assist also with air-tours- 

hotels-cruises-steamship-visas- 

passports. 



\^a*uzcCcv LTD 

wishes all the Members of the Scandinavian 
Centre a Happy and Prosperous New Year 

w 


DANISH PAINTING & DECORATING 

WINTER PRICES 

Residential — Commercial — Industrial 
JOHN SVENDSEN 

16842 - 83 Avenue Phone: 484-6860 


Listen For ... 



THE 

SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOW 

Saturday's 10:30 to 12:00 noon 


JOIN CJW.’S HANK SECORD FOR 90 MINUTES OF THE 
FINEST MUSIC, NEWS AND A WEEKLY REPORT BY SIG 
SORENSON DIRECT FROM THE SCANDINAVIAN CENTRE. 




DIAL 790 
24 HOURS A DAY 


10.000 WATTS 






























